FORTY     THOUSAND     AGAINST     THE     ARCTIC
pressed into a stall at the theatre. As a visitor from a far off
country3 I had to sit in the first row. I fell asleep as the
curtain rose and woke up when it fell over the melodramatic
finale. The actors resented it until iny departure twelve
days later—indeed, they probably resent it still.
When I travelled home from the theatre on a horse-drawn
open Siberian cart, the sky lit-up and by the time I stumbled
up the wooden staircase to my sleeping quarters it was
broad daylight. The clock on the tower of the fire station
struck half-past eleven. A night of four hours, starting at
dinner time and cut off by sunrise at the end of a theatre
performance—that is the ridiculous state of affairs which
the Soviet have created in their Polar city by disregarding
the most primitive laws of the earth.
Two seconds after lying down, I was fast asleep. But a
companion who shared the room with me, a doctor from the
Kremlin hospital who had come from Moscow to spend his
holiday in the Arctic, woke me a quarter of an hour later.
'Forgive me, citizen5, he apologized, standing at my bedside
in his pyjamas, 1 must ask you to help me with this rug.
I have got to curtain that window with something dark.
Heaven knows how you manage to sleep with the sun
shining right into your face.3
Next morning I went on my first sightseeing tour. As the
town lacked hotels I had been put up in the suburbs at the
flat of a small clerk employed by the Tort of Igarka Author-
ity.' A duck-walk led me down from the house to the bank of
the river. Asters were planted by the side of the walk, and
Soviet optimism had also lined it with young fir trees in the
hope that they would grow as well as the wild birch which
surround the city. Man has drawn a strict line round the
world at 66.50 and called the line the Arctic Circle; but
Nature does not obey this regulation strictly. At some
points there is vegetation far beyond the line; at others plant
life stops a long way to the south of it. Igarka lies 67° 27' 37"
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